
RAVENNA CREEK  BED  

In 1961, the Seattle Parks Department 
filled in the west end of the ravine with 
100,00 cubic yards of dirt from freeway 
construction to create level playing fields, 
filling part of the glacier-carved ravine 
and burying the stream. A popular 
community effort to ñdaylightò Ravenna 
Creek throughout the park has finally 
been achieved under Pro-Parks funding.  

 

THE WALK  

Walk east from Cowen Park to Ravenna 
Park, entering at University Way NE and 
NE Ravenna. Step through the old 
Cowen Park entrance gates on the 
corner of Ravenna Boulevard, or go 
down the stairs on either side of a flat-
roofed building housing rest rooms and a 
community meeting space. A lawn with a 
baseball backstop is tucked  beside 
childrenôs play equipment, an aluminum 
sundial with a hand pointing to true north, 
and four large cast bronze sculptures 
showing development of a tadpole into a 
frog. A right turn brings a curving descent 
into the ravine.  

As the day-lighted Ravenna Creek 
emerges from the North Trunk sewer 
pipe, it flows into a small stone-lined 
pond, part of the recent remodeling. 
Immediately above is the 15th Avenue 
Bridge that is the boundary between 
Cowen and Ravenna Parks.  

 

 

The sides of the ravine are clothed in 
mature second growth maples, firs, and 
cedars, but invasive ivy, blackberry, and 
morning glory lie beneath them. 
Neighborhood groups such as the 
Ravenna Creek Alliance and others help 
to weed and maintain the trails. 

Above the service road on either side are 
the easy north and south trails of the 
Ravenna Park Trail System, built and 
maintained by the Friends of Ravenna 
Park. Cross a small bridge and pause to 
gaze into Ravenna Creek. Imagine how 
enormous old growth cedars and firs 
must have looked here at one time. 
Continue walking down into the east end 
of the steep-sided ravine, and emerge 
from the trees into a baseball field near 
the parkôs eastern boundary.  

Climb up the south trail to street level and 
a small parking lot. There you find a 
picnic area, an historic restroom, and old 
tennis courts, protected from the wind by 
a line of tall poplars. Notice that the 
recreated  creek bed is triumphantly 
above ground, but it disappears under 
street pavement at the edge of Ravenna 
Park and  flows under University Village.  

Return to Cowen Park along one of the 
alternative side trails, taking you west 
along Ravenna Creek, and back to your 
car or bus stop. 
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